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Chapter V---Lodges Damn Millions of Souls 
With A False Plan of Salvation That 
Denies the Blood and Rejects Christ 


BY JOHN R. RICE 


(The fourth article on “Lodges in 
the Light of the Bible.’’) 


Where Christ as the Son of God, 
the dying Saviour, is not honored 
as Lord, and where the blood of 
Christ is counted useless, it is cer- 
tainly to be expected that men 
would teach a false plan of salva- 
tion. And that is true of all the 
lodges of which we have any 
knowledge. 


The lodges believe in a Supreme 
Being. “In whom do you put your 
trust?’’ one is asked, and then is 
prompted to say, “In God.” But to 
believe there is a God, or to trust 
in God, without acknowledging 
Christ as Saviour, will never save 
a soul. Jesus said, “No man com- 
eth unto the Father, but by me.” 
Jesus is the way to God, the only 
way to God. To all the lodge peo- 
ple the Word of God cries out, 
“Thou believest that there is one 
God; thou doest well; the devils 
also believe, and tremble’”’ (James 
2:19). Any demon in Hell,- then, 
could meet the requirements to join 
a lodge as far as his religion is 
concerned, for every demon be- 
lieves that there is one God. But 
they are not Christian, and the 
lodges are’ not Christian either. 
Some lodge members are Chris- 
tians, but the lodges did not make 
them Christian. The lodges are 
definitely unchristian and anti- 
christian. 

What is the plan of salvation of- 
fered by the lodges? It must not 
offend the Jew nor the heathen, so 
it cannot be salvation by the blood 
of Christ. It must be acceptable 
to the heathen Mohammedan or 
Hindu or Buddhist, so it must not 
be definitely Christian. What is 
it then? It is a plan of salva- 
tion by character, by human 
works! The lodges teach men that 
by joining the lodges, by subduing 
their passion, by doing good unto 
others, particularly of their own 
lodge, that by this growth in char- 
acter and by these good deeds they 
will earn and deserve happiness 
and eternal blessedness hereafter. 


In the Masonic Burial Services 
before me, on page 10 is the con- 
clusion of a Masonic prayer as fol- 
lows: 

“... and in Thy favor, may we 
be received into Thine everlasting 
kingdom, to enjoy, in union with 
the souls of our departed friends, 
the just reward of a pious and 
virtuous life. Amen.” 

Salvation to a Mason is simply 
“the just reward of a pious 
virtuous life.” That is salvation by 
character or by good works, and is 
the exact opposite of salvation by 
the blood of Christ of undeserving 
sinners. The Bible teaches one kind 
of salvation, the salvation which 
is given sinners by the unmerited 
grace of God, salvation paid for by 
the death of Christ on the cross, 
and received by faith in Him. The 
lodge teaches that people may “be 
received into Thine everlasting 
kingdom” as “the just reward of a 
pious and virtuous life.” 

On page 13 of the Masonic 
Burial Service before me (adopted 
1921 by the Grand Lodge of Tex- 
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as), is a paragraph to be used by 
the Worshipful Master at the burial 
service, saying, 

“Let the present example excite 
our most serious thoughts, and 
strengthen our _ resolutions of 
amendment. ‘As life is uncertain, 
and all earthly pursuits are vain, 
let us no longer postpone the all- 
important concern of preparing for 
eternity, but embrace the happy 
moment, while time and opportuni- 
ty offer, to provide against the 
great change, when all the pleas- 
ures of this world shall cease to 
delight, and the reflections of a 
virtuous and holy life yield the only 
comfort and consolation. Thus 
our expectations will not be frus- 
trated, nor we hurried, unprepared, 
into the presence of an all-wise 
and powerful Judge, to Whom the 
secrets of all hearts are known.” 


This is clearly a passage on how 
a Mason is to expect to be saved. 
The passage speaks of “preparing 
for eternity” and “to provide 
against the great change.” How is 
one to prepare for eternity? He 
is to give serious thought “and 
strengthen our resolutions of 
amendment.” By amendment, of 
course the classic language means 
to do better, that men are to 
amend their ways, and by a good 
life are to prepare for eternity. 
Then when death comes, the Wor- 
shipful Master is taught to say, 
“The reflections of a virtuous and 
holy life yield the only comfort 
and consolation.’’ What is the hope 
of a dying Mason? What is his 
ground for believing he will have 
everlasting life and happiness in 
Heaven? Why, his virtuous and 
holy life is his only comfort and 
consolation, evidently his only hope 
for salvation! “Thus our expecta- 
tions will not be frustrated, nor we 
hurried, unprepared, into the pres- 
sence of an all-wise and power- 
ful Judge, to Whom the secrets of 
all hearts are known,” 


The Mason, then, is taught to 
expect that if he will amend his 
life so that he has a virtuous and 
holy life, he need not be afraid to 
face death, but will be prepared 
when he comes to face the Judge 
who knows all the secrets of his 
heart! In other words, Masonry 
teaches that if people will amend 
their lives and live virtuous and 
holy lives, then they will come and 
be judged on the basis of their 
works and thus can be saved! 

In the following paragraph Ma- 
sons are urged to “support with 
propriety the character of our pro- 


and | fession, advert to the nature of our 


solemn ties, and pursue with as- 
siduity the sacred tenets of our 
Order.” And the inference is plain- 
ly given, that by thus being good 
Masons, ‘“‘we may be enabled to 
prosecute our journey without 
dread or apprehension, to that dis- 
tant country, from whose bourne 
no traveler returns.” 

Masonry teaches salvation by 
character and works, or in other 
words, it teaches salvation by be- 
ing good Masons! 

In fact, Masons often say that 
if one lives up to his Masonic ob- 
ligation, he will be saved. That is 
the plain teaching of Masonry it- 
self. For instance, in the Masonic 
Burial Service, adopted by the 
Grand Lodge of Texas in 1930, 
pages 13 and 14, is the following 
statement in the Master’s oration 
at the grave: 


“This apron we deposit in the 
grave of our brother as a reminder 
of our unity in service, of the com- 
mon destiny that beckons us hence, 
of the Masonic spirit of universali- 
ty that linked us as brothers, and, 
although barriers of wealth, poli- 
tical power or social prestige may 
have kept us temporarily apart, 
Death, the great leveller, brings 
us at last to one distinction, re- 
duces us to a common grade, makes 
us to know that, born as we are 
into one great brotherhood, no cir- 
cumstance of chance or achieve- 
ment shall serve to separate us in 
Eternity.” 


The theme is the universality of 
Masonry and the statement here 
made is to be made of all Masons 
who ask for a Masonic burial, 
whether they be Christian or un- 
christian, Jews, Moslems, Hindus 
in religion, whether they believe 
in Christ or hate Him and reject 
Him. And notice the plain state- 
ment that “Death ... makes us 
to know that, born as we are in- 
to one great brotherhood, no cir- 
cumstance of chance or achieve- 
ment shall serve to separate us in 
Eternity.” 

Study that sentence apain. It 
Says (1) that Masons will never 
be separated in eternity. That 
eternity js mentioned in the follow- 
ing parAgraph as “blooming in ev- 
erlasting beauty in the garden of 
our Father and our God,” and then 
later as “Eternal Spring.” All Ma- 
sons, then, according to this pas- 
sage, will be united in Heaven. (2) 
The passage above says that that 
is achieved because Masons are 
“born as we are into one great 
brotherhood.” According to the 
plain meaning of that passage, peo- 
ple are saved by being Masons, go 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


Water: An Emblem 


+. 


of the Holy Spirit 


the prayer of that fallen Samaritan ~ 


BY D. L. MOODY 


(One sermon printed from Short 
Talks by D. L. Moody. The book 
sells for 20 cents.) 


Water has three characteristics 
as an emblem of the Spirit — 
cleansing, fertilizing, and refresh- 
ing. 

We read in Ezekiel 35:25-28: 

“Then will I sprinkle clean water 
upon you, and ye shall be clean; 
from _all your filthiness, and from 
all your idols, will I cleanse you. 
A new heart also will I give you, 
and a new spirit will I put within 
you; and I will take away the 
stony heart out of your flesh, and 
I will give you an heart of flesh. 
And I will put My Spirit within 
you and cause you to walk in My 
statutes, and ye shall keep My 
judgments and do them.” 

Notice, a work of cleansing, a 
work of renewing, a work of em- 
powering. In the fourth chapter 
of John we see how literally that 
was fulfilled: 


“Jesus answered and said unto 
her, If thou knewest the gift of 
God, and who it is saith unto thee, 
Give me to drink, thou wouldst 
have asked of Him, and He would 
have given thee living water. Who- 
soever drinketh of the water that 
I shall give him shall never thirst; 
but the water that I shall give him 
shall be in him a well of water 
springing up into everlasting life.” 

He gave the woman of Samaria 
a draught of that water, and it 
took all the vileness from her; she 
was cleansed, and became a power 
from that very hour. If He heard 


woman and gave her that water, — 
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will he not hear you if you desire ~ 


above everything else the water — 
of life? The Lord delights to hear 
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and answer prayer. He gave that ~ 


woman more than she ex 


She came to get a pot of water, © 


and, thank God, she got a fountain” 


of living water bubbling up in 
life! Water rises up to its own 

el. This water came down 
heaven and carried her-back 

very presence of God, so that ; 
became from that very hour trans- 
formed and changed. 


|. Water Cleanses 


This work has been going on 
all these centuries. There is not 


a person whose heart may not be 


pure and white and clean if he 
will let this living water flow 

it. The Lord is just as ready 
hear prayer as ever. I remember 


during the war, a soldier who 


cried out, “Oh, for a draught of 
water from my father’s well!” It 
was in the spring of the year, 
the water was muddy. The d 
soldiers were very thirsty, for 
loss of blood in the hot wea 
brought on great thirst. That . 
fellow, like David when he a 
fcr the water of Bethlehem, . 
“Oh, for a draught of water 

my father’s well!’ I believe 

that cry goes up from a 

soul, God delights to give us 
living water. . 

People ask, “How can I k 
impure thoughts out of my mind 
The Bible tells us (Eph. 5:26) 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2)” 


Did Christ Pay for All Our 
Sins, Including Adam's? ~ 


“Nobody’s 


‘ “It’s nobody’s business what I drink; 
I care not what my neighbors think 
Or how many laws they choose to pass, 
I'll tell the world I'll have my glass! 
Here’s one man’s freedom cannot be curbed 
My right to drink is undisturbed.” 


So he drank in spite of law or man, 
Then got into his old tin can, 
Stepped on the gas and let it go 
Down the highway to and fro. ° 

He took the curves at fifty miles 
With bleary eyes and a drunken smile. 


Not long till a car he tried to pass; 

There was a crash, a scream and breaking glass 
The other car was upside down 

About two miles from the nearest town. 

The man was clear but his wife was caught 

And he needed the help of that drunken sot 

Who sat in a maudlin, drunken daze, 

And heard the scream and saw the blaze, 

But was too far gone to save a life 

By helping the car from off the wife. 


The car was burned, and the mother died, 
While a husband wept and a baby cried _ 
And a drunk sat by —and sfill some think 
It’s nobody’s business what they drink. 


Business” 
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Answered by The Editor 


January 17, 1 
Mr. 
Stetsonville, Wisconsin. 
Dear Brother D 

In your letter of December 1 
you asked some Bible que 
which I will try to answer wi 
the Lord’s help. ' Jo 

Yes, Christ paid for all our 
including Adam’s sin. I Joh 
says that “he is the propi 
for our sins: and not for ours 
but also for the sins of the 
world.” Now read I Corin 
15:22 and see that all that the 
man race lost by Adam’s sin is 
chased back by Christ. “For as 
Adam all die, even so in 
Shall all be made alive.” 
are sinful in nature, yet that 
ited sin is not held against 
A little baby is not co 
but is kept safe until it comes 
know right from wrong for 
self. : 

Thus no one is condemned 
lost because of Adam’s sin, 
only for his own sin. 

But when we say that 
paid for all of our sins, that 
simply that we are purchased 


eternal condemnation of the 


We mean that now no one 
to go to Hell since that e 
second death was suffered 
Christ in our stead. His 


capacity to suffer took the 4 


of our suffering and infinite 
of time in Hell. 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


_ Water: An Emblem 
- of the Holy Spirit 


sa (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


a o there is no way except to let this 
4 living water flow constantly 
_ through your mind. We are 
cleansed “with the washing of wa- 
_ ter by the Word.” Let clean water 
B Sow through a pipe that is full 
of dirt, and it will soon clear the 
- pipe and come out as pure and 
| Clean as when it passed into the 


a in mind that the Word of 
E cod will cleanse every one of us 
if we will let it flow from Christ. 
I have yet to find a man or woman 
' earnestly reading his Bible daily 
' who became a backslider. It is 
> men and women that neglect this 
living water, that get away from 
' the living fountain and hew out 
' broken cisterns that can hold no 
’ water, that are subjects for Satan 
to work in and through. “Where- 
withal shall a young man cleanse 
his way? By taking heed thereto 
according to Thy Word.” 
Live according to the Word of 
God, and your life will become 
pure. It is chiefly by the Word 
that the Spirit of God deals with 
» men. Christian people read Sun- 
' day newspapers, made up of all 
> kinds of stuff that isn’t fit to go 
5 Into a home on a week-day; they 
wd their minds with that, and 
e Word of God is neglected. “Thy 
yord have I hid in my heart that 
* might not.sin against Thee.’ 
“An old Scotchman says, “It is a 
good thing in a good place for a 
| good purpose.” Many people have 
» the Bible in their heads, or in 
» their pockets; but we need to get 
_ it down into our hearts. The priests 
and the Levites had their religion 
' in their heads, but the Samaritan 
_ had it in his heart, and he helped 
iat..poor wounded Jew. People 
Dray, “Oh, God, make me pure,” 
and then they neglect the only 
thing in the world that will make 
_ them pure. It is impossible to have 
| @ pure life without the Word of 
' God. Sin has driven God out of the 
hearts of people. What we want is 
the Spirit of God to come back 
and drive sin out. God will never 
_ use any man or woman who is not 
pean in heart. God wants purity 
—L part; and His Spirit will 
a Gleanse“and purify every one who 
| seeks Him above everything else. 


2. Water Fertilizes 


' There is no use in looking at 
| water or thinking how delicious it 
Ni would be if we had it; no well 
satisfy thirst by looking at 
/ it. Turn to the seventh chapter of 
_ John: 
4 “In the last day, that great day 
! of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, 
pceving, If any man thirst, let him 
/come unto me and drink. He that 
| Believeth on me, as the Scripture 
,hath said, out of his belly-. shall 
“ie rivers of living water. (But 
‘this spake He of the Spirit, which 
they that believe on Him should 
receive; for the Holy Ghost was 
not given, because that Jesus was 
*’ not yet giorified.)”’ 
A good many people have life, 
_ but that is all; they haven’t this 
living water in abundance. They 
are satisfied with their present at- 
- tainment, and the water doesn’t 
now out. They are not fruit-bear- 
Christians at all. They have 
ttle power. The poor Sa- 
Fiten woman drank deeper than 
odemus of the water of life. 
he turned her whole town upside 
own—no, right side up. Nicode- 
mus got a pitcher of living water, 
‘but this woman got a whole well 
' full. But in the seventh chapter 
of John’s Gospel, we have the 
_ highest type. If the church of God 
_ in America lived in this seventh 
_ chapter it would be revolutionized. 
_ When I was a boy I used to car- 
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ry water up the hill when the old 
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well at mother’s used to get dry. 
When I went back there to live, 
I remembered how I used to have 
to tug the two pails of water, so 
I found a spring on the mountain 
side and laid pipes. Now I don’t 
have to carry water to my house; I 
sit there and let it run. The first 
few years in my Christian life I 
was all the time tugging and car- 
rying water; but now I have a riv- 
er that carries me. Christ came 
that we might have life more 
abundantly; and He wants to give 
us this living water, that it may 
flow in upon us and through us. 
God isn’t stingy. He doesn’t want 
us to live, as we say, “at this 
poor dying rate.” Living rate is 
what we want! If this water is so 
free and abundant, you can have 
it, if you will. 

Now I believe it is literally true 
that rivers can flow forth from us 
if we are only Spirit-filled. No man 
or woman is fit for God’s service 
until he has been filled. If I have 
not grace enough to keep my tem- 
per, the less I try to do for Christ 
the better. One of the saddest 
things in the world today is to see 
men and women that haven’t any 
testimony for Christ. A _ great 
many sisters cannot lead brothers 
to Christ because they haven't 
grace enough to shine, not enough 
of the living water; it doesn’t 
flow out. If people have to hunt 
up your Christianity, it doesn’t 
amount to much. I would give 
more for Elijah than those seven 
thousand people that never bowed 
the knee to Baal. What are seven 
thousand Christians good for if no 
one can find them except the Al- 
mighty ? 

We may be the outlet for riv- 
ers of living water, and you need 
not go back to the days of the 
apostles to prove it. We are apt to 
think that those were marvelous 
days, that Pentecost was a miracle 
never to be repeated. Pentecost 
was just a specimen day. 

A few years ago a young man 
was living in a small town in Eng- 
land, and the Lord said to him: 

“Gharles, go up to London, and 
rivers of living water will flow 
from you.” 

Up he went, and for forty years 
he preached in that great metrop- 
olis, and brought thousands to 
Christ. Every Wednesday sermons 
were printed and translated into 
different languages and sent all 
over the earth. He founded an 
almshouse for the poor. He was 
editor of The Sword and Trowel. 
He had an orphan asylum for two 
hundred and fifty boys, and anoth- 
er for two hundred and fifty girls. 
I can’t begin to tell the streams 
that flowed forth from that man. 
He got the secret, as a young man, 
of being filled with the Spirit of 
God; and God let living waters 
flow through him. 

The first time I went to Cali- 
fornia, I found as I passed through 
the beautiful Sacramento Valley, 
that some of the ranches, as they 
call them, were perfectly green; 
everything seemed so luxuriant, 
and there seemed an abundance 
of everything; and just across the 
fence or line was another ranch 
where there wasn’t a single thing; 
everything was all dry. 

I said to a gentleman in the car, 
“What does that mean?” 


He replied, “You must be a 
stranger in this part of the coun- 
try. That farm that is so green 
is irrigated. They bring water 
down from the mountains, and it 
makes no difference how long we 
have a dry season, they have 
abundance of water.”’ 


I have been in some churches 
and have met a member as dry 
as a dry brook, with no spiritual 
life or growth, while right along- 
side of him has been one who was 
all the time bringing forth fruit. 


the fountain and the other was not. 


When Isaiah preached, it was 
the darkest day that Israel had 
ever seen, but he could look for- 
ward and see a glorious day com- 
ing. “For I wfll pour water upon 
him that is thirsty, and floods up- 
on the dry ground: I will pour 
My Spirit upon thy seed, and My 
blessing upon thine offspring. sf 
There is & promise. Water is fer- 
tilizing. You can’t help but bring 
forth fruit when there is abun- 
dance of the Spirit. You can have 
all this water you want. It is 
abundant, and God wants to give 
it to us. 


3. Water Refreshes 
In the seventh chapter of Rev- 


What is the secret? One was under. 


says, “For the Lamb which is in 
the midst of the throne shall feed 
them, and shall lead them unto liv- 
ing fountains of waters; and God 
shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes.”’ Man and beast like 
to get near water. Nearly every 
large city in the world is built 
on the banks of some sea or ocean, 
lake or river; and the city of God 
is described as being on the banks 
of a beautiful river. 


“And he shewed me a pure riv- 
er of water of life, clear as crys- 
tal, proceeding out of the throne 
of God and of the Lamb. In the 
midst of the street of it, and on 
either side of the river, was there 
the tree of life, which bare twelve 
manner of fruits, and yielded her 
fruit every month: and the leaves 
of the tree were for the healing 
of the nations.” 


I have seen many beautiful riv- 
ers, but I am looking forward to 
that time when I shall see the 
river that bursts from the throne 
of God and flows through the 
midst of the Paradise of God. 


Did you ever think that the last 
invitation that was ever sent down 
into this world from heaven was 
that we might come and take the 
water of life freely? The word 
“come” begins in Genesis and goes 
clear through to Revelation. Nine- 
teen hundred times we have it in 
the Bible. The patriarchs took it 
up, the psalmist took it up, the 
apostles took it up, and the voice 
grows louder and louder until it 
comes into the last book of the Bi- 
ble and the last chapter, and al- 
most the last verse. “The Spirit 
and the Bride say, Come. And let 
him that hearest say, Come. And 
let him that is athirst come. And 
whosoever will, let him take the 
water of life freely.’ It seems as 
if, after the Lord had been in glory 
about sixty years, He saw some 
who said that they didn’t know 
that God wanted them to be saved. 
They may have been stumbling 
over something that Paul had said. 
And the Lord of Glory came down 
to earth, and the first man He met 
was John on the Isle of Patmos. 
And Christ said: 


“John, I want you to write some 
messages to the church.” 


What a day it must have been 
for John! He took up his pen and 
began to write, and he went on 
writing, writing and writing. 

“Now, John,” the Lord said, “put 
in one more invitation. Make it 
so broad that all the world shall 
feel that they are invited.” 


And the last invitation sent down 
into this poor thirsty world is: 
“Let him that is athirst come. And 
WHOSOEVER WILL, let him take 
the water of life freely!” 


Take it freely! May God help 
you to drink more of this water 
today than you have ever drunk 
in your past life. 

“Blessed are they which do hun- 
ger and thirst after righteous- 
ness: for they shall be filled.” I 
would rather be filled with the 
Spirit of God than have anything 
this world can give; and if that is 
your desire, your aim, God will not 
disappoint you. 

How easy it is to work for God 
when we are filled with His Spirit! 
His service is so sweet, sq de- 
lightful; He is not a hard master. 
People talk about their being 
overworked and breaking down. 
It is not so. It is overworry and 
care that wears people out. This 
nervous prostration that is over- 
coming so many men and women 
of America is all because they 
haven't this fullness of the Spirit 
that will just lift them above the 
turmoils and vexations of earth. 

Now, if you want this fullness, 
remember that God commands us 
to be filled, and He won't dis- 
appoint us. We cannot fill our- 
selves, nor can we fill another. May 
God help us to get our eyes high- 
er than man. Go to the living foun- 
tain that flows on and on, and 
drink today until your thirst is 
quenched. If you want the Holy 
Spirit above everything else, then 
nothing eise will satisfy you. What 
does a hungry man want? Bread. 
What does a thirsty man want? 
Water. Not fame, not honors, not 
society, not position. And the 
thirsty soul wants the living water 
to quench his thirst. He doesn’t 
want to drink from any stagnant 
pool but he wants this clear, life- 
giving, sparkling water. I believe 
God will give every one of us sal- 
vation, and then He will give us 


His Spirit to work out this salva- 


elation, the seventeenth verse, it} tion 


Lodges Damn Millions of Souls... 


(CONiLNUED FROM PAGE 1) 


to Heaven by being Masons. 

Any time, then, that a Christian 
talks to a Mason and urges him to 
turn to Christ and be saved, and 
the Mason answers that he does 
not feed salvation because he is a 
Mason, that the Masonic lodge is 
as good as the church, and that 
if a Mason lives up to his obliga- 
tion, he will get to Heaven all 
right without Christ, then you may 
know that that unconverted Mason 
is saying exactly what he has been 
taught in the lodge. 

Again I repeat it, the lodges are 
not Christian in their religion. 
They are antichristian. They teach 
a false plan of salvation, a plan 
that never saved a soul, a plan 
that is of Satan and not of God, 
a plan that takes honor from Jesus 
Christ and gives it to the lodges 
and to the lives of men. Every 
Christian worker who earnestly 
tries to win souls finds lodge 
members who are trusting in their 
lodges, trusting in their good deeds, 
and who will not hear the gospel 
that they need to be born again 
and must trust in Christ or be 
forever lost. Every Christian in 
the lodges is to blame for that 
awful sin. They have blinded the 
eyes of the unconverted, they have 
taught in the lodges or have lent 
their presence and their influence 
to the teaching of the lodges, that 
people are saved by just and virtu- 
ous lives, or by obeying the max- 
ims and the precepts of the lodge. 
Every preacher who preaches the 
gospel of salvation by grace and by 
the blood of Christ in a church, 
and then is a member of a lodge, 


is damning souls in one place while |. 


he tries to save them in another. 


But I have not twisted the teach- 
ing of the lodges. I have not read 
into their teachings what they do 
not mean. Intelligent and highly 
advanced lodge members them- 
selves agree that their teaching is 
salvation by character instead of 
salvation by the merits of the shed 
blood of Jesus Christ. 


Before me is a booklet of twenty- 
pages, put out by the American 
Unitarian Association, 25 Beacon 
Street, Boston, Mass. The title is, 
“The Relation of the _ Liberal 
Churches and the Fraternal Or- 
ders.” It -is written by Elijah Al- 
fred Coil who died in 1918. He 
was minister of the First Unitari- 
an Society (sometimes called 
church), Marietta, Ohio, until his 
death. He was also Master of the 
Masonic Lodge at Marietta, Ohio. 
(Though that fact is not printed 
on this pamphlet, it is printed else- 
where.) In this_tract, put out by 
the Unitarians, is an appeal to the 
lodge members to turn away from 
the Orthodox churches who hold 
to the old time fundamentals of 
salvation by faith in Christ as 
Saviour. This lodge man writes 
the entire tract to his lodge broth- 
ers, showing that the only way one 
can be true to the teaching of the 
lodges is to leave the Orthodox 
churches that believe in salvation 
by blood, and enter the so-called 
Liberal churches that deny salva- 
tion by the blood of Christ and 
teach salvation by character and 
good works. The entire booklet 
is written for that purpose. 


And the man is right. If the 
lodges have the right plan of sal- 
vation, then the Orthodox, old-time 
churches that believe and preach 
salvation by the blood of Christ are 
wrong. If the lodges are right, 
then the modernists, the rational- 
ists, the so-called Liberal church- 
es are right. By “the fatherhood 
of God and the brotherhood of 
Man,” Unitarians and modernists 
who deny salvation by the blood of 
Christ mean that God is the Fa- 
ther of all men without them need- 
ing to be born again, and that all 
men are brothers alike under God, 
and that there is no such thing as 
a distinction between people saved 
by faith in Christ and those con- 
demned because they have not re- 
ceived Christ. In other words, the 
phrase both to the lodges and to 
the modernists (or liberals or Uni- 
tarians) means the same, and it 
denies the fact that men are lost, 
that men must be born again, and 
that no one is a child of God only 
by being born again. Now read 
the following passage from pages 
10 and 11 of this tract by a Uni- 
tarian minister and Master of a 
Masonic lodge. 

“Nearly all of those moni- 
tors (monitors of the lodges, 
he means—J. R. R.) have, 
as their very heart, the fa- 


therhood of God, the brother- 
hood of Man, immortality, and 
salvation by character, prin- 
ciples very familiar to every 
Unitarian Sunday school schol- 
ar who has been properly 
taught the fundamentals of our 
faith. 


“That the fundamental dif- 
ference in the principles em- 
bodied in the historic creeds 
of Christendom and those of 
our modern secret orders has 
not been clearly thought out 

. is indicated by the fact that 
many pledge themselves to 
both. There are lodge men 
who, in the churches, subscribe 
to the doctrine that ‘We are 
accounted righteous before 
God only for the merit of our 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, 
by faith and not for our own 
works or deservings,’ and en- 
thusiastically join in the sing- 
ing of hymns in which that 
idea is embodied. Then in their 
lodge meetings they just as 
enthusiastically assent to the 
following declaration: ‘Al- 
though our thoughts, words and 
actions may be hidden from 
the eyes of men, yet that All- 
Seeing Eye whom the sun, 
moon and stars obey, and 
under whose watchful care ev- 
en comets perform their stu- 
pendous revolutions, pervades 
the inmost recesses of the hu- 
man heart, and will reward us 
according to our merits.’ A lit- 
tle child, once its attention is 
called to the matter, ought to 
be able to see that it is impos- 
sible to harmonize the creed 
statement here quoted, with 
the declaration taken from 
the monitor of one of our 
greatest and most effective 
secret orders, and found, in 
substance, in the liturgies of 
nearly all the others. If ‘We 
are accounted righteous before 
God, only for the merit of our 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ by faith and not for our 
own works or deservings,’ then 
it cannot possibly be true that 
the All-Seeing Eye ‘Pervades 
the inmost recesses of the hu- 
man heart, and will reward us 
according to our merits.’ One 
of these declarations excludes 
the other. Men cannot con- 
sistently subscribe to both.” 


The above, remember, is writ- 
ten by a Unitarian minister who 
was also a Master Mason. It is 
the position of the modernist or 
the unbeliever in Jesus Christ and 
is likewise the position of the lodg- 
es. Very carefully and strikingly 
it calls attention to two plans of 
salvation. Real Christians believe 
ing the Bible agree that “We are 
accounted righteous before God 
only for the merit of our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ, by faith and 
not for our own works or deserv- 
ings.” That is exactly what I be- 
lieve and what all born again 
Christians must surely believe. It 
is certainly what the Bible teach- 
es. But the lodge position and the 
position of Unitarians and modern- 
ists and all who reject salvation by 
the blood and yet believe in a Su- 
preme Being, is “that the All-See- 
ing Eye ‘Pervades the inmost re- 
cesses of the human heart, and 
will reward us according to our 
merits.” 


In the same paragraph the au- 
thor continues, quoting Billy Sun- 
day as saying, ““The fatherhood of 
God and the brotherhood of Man 
are the worst rot ever dug out of 
hell,” and then bemoans the fact 
that lodge men sometimes went to 
hear Billy Sunday and seemed to 
approve his utterances! The argu- 
ment is that those who believe in 
salvation like Billy Sunday 
preached it, by the blood of Christ, 
could not possibly be true to the 
doctrine taught in the lodges, and 
that those who believed in the fa- 
therhood of God without a need 
of being born of God, as the lodges 
do, should not approve Billy Sun- 
day’s doctrine of the blood. The 
pamphlet continues, urging upon 
lodge members that to take their 
children out of Orthodox Sunday 
schools where they are taught that 
they are saved through the merits 
of Jesus Christ, by faith and not 
of their own deservings, and to 
place these children in Unitarian 
Sunday schools where they will be 
taught salvation by their own char- 
acter. On page 15 Mr. Coil says: 

“Fraternity men, interested in 


the welfare of their children, should 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 8) 
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be informed that in the liberal 
churches (modernist and Unitarian 
churches, he means—J. R. R.) 
their children will be trained in 
principles which they will not prac- 
tically have to deny should they 
become members of the lodge.” 

Beyond any shadow of a doubt, 
then, the lodges deny the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. They are blind 
leaders of the blind, leading mil- 
lions of men and women away from 
Christ, away from the Bible, away 
from salvation by the blood. They 
lead them to depend upon their own 
righteousness and doubtless lead 
them to feel no need of regenera- 
tion, lead them to ignore the warn- 
ings of the gospel, and so lead 
them to fall at last unprepared 
into a devil’s Hell! How many poor 
sinners who die depending on the 
lodges and their good works, will 
rise to confront the preachers and 
church members in the churches 
who are also members of the lodg- 
es! 

Stephen Merritt, an undertaker, 
later a mission superintendent and 
Christian editor, and soul winning 
layman, filled with the Spirit, had 
an experience that ought to warn 
many others. He was Master of 
the biggest lodge in New York in 
the time of the Civil War. He says: 


“But I found the tendency of 
the whole thing evil, and only 
evil, continually. So I protest- 
ed and left, but still I paid 
dues and attended funerals. I 
was a very dull scholar. 

“One incident helped to open 
my eyes. I have always 
preached that there is no other 
name but Christ by which we 
can be saved. But again and 
again I found Masons dying 
without God and without hope. 
I was called to the bedside of 
one member of my lodge who 
was thought to be dying. He 
gave me the grip as I sat 
down by him. He said he was 
dying and was in great dis- 
tress for his soul. I tried to 
have him look to Christ. But 
he reproached me, saying I 
had led him astray. I had told 
him in the lodge, as Master, 
that a moral life was enough. 
He said, ‘You told me then 
that it was all right if I was 
an upright man, and obeyed 
the precepts of the lodge, but 
Iam leaning on a  ~0broken 
reed; and now I am dying 
without God. I lay this to your 
charge, Worshipful Master. I 
leaned on you and now I am 
dying.’ 

“TI groaned in agony and 
fell on my knees and cried to 
God to spare the man’s life. 
My heart was almost broken. 
God heard, and spared the 
man, but he has since died a 
Christian. He was converted, 
and told me I must get out of 
the lodge; that I could not 
be consistent as a Christian 
and a Mason. But I did not 
see it. Ministers and other 
good men are in the lodge. 
They. help to make it a de- 
lusion and a snare. The times 
of such ignorance God winked 
at, but now every man is com- 
manded to repent of lodge fol- 
ly.” 

(Stephen Merritt’s Haxperience 
can be obtained from the National 
Christian Association, Chicago.) 


I beg the reader, whether it be 
a man in the lodge, or a woman, or 
even a boy in the De Molays, to 
come out from the lodges before 
you are responsible for the damn- 
ing of souls! The plan of salvation 
brought by the lodges is that of 
Cain who would have no bloody 
sacrifices but brought the fruit of 
his toil. The plan of salvation 
taught by the lodges is like that 
of the Pharisee who went up into 
a temple to pray and said, “God, 
I thank Thee, that I am not as 
other men are, extortioners, unjust, 
adulterers, or. even as this publi- 
can” (Luke 18:11). But that 
Pharisee, for all his self-righteous- 
ness, was still a poor, condemned, 
ruined sinner. He needed to come 
like the poor publican who stood 
and prayed, “God be merciful to 
me a sinner” (Luke 18:13), and 
went down to his house, Jesus 
said, “justified rather than the 
other.” Poor Cain needed to learn 
the secret of Abel who by faith 
brought his bloody sacrifice, look- 
ing forward to the coming of the 
Saviour whose blood could pay for 
man’s sins. 

Some man will read this perhaps 


who is in the lodges but who does 
not know what it means to really 
be born again, by depending whol- 
ly on the shed blood of Jesus Christ 
and His righteousness. It may be 
you have been blinded by the trap- 
pings and teachings of the lodges. 
It may be you have depended up- 
on living a good life, of subduing 
your passions, on doing good to 
others, and thus you have fallen 
into the trap that Satan has set 
for souls in the lodges. I beg you, 
in Jesus’ name, to flee to the Sav- 
iour! Admit that you are a sin- 
ner, repent of your sins and trust 
Jesus Christ to forgive and save 
His blood was shed for all of us 
who are aliens and strangers from 
God by nature and must be born 
again if we ever see God in peace. 
Only those who trust Jesus Christ 
as a personal Saviour from sin 
are saved and fit for Heaven. 


Again let me say it, that you 
may never forget it, the salvation 
offered and taught by the lodges 
is a false salvation, on a plan that 
is contrary to the Bible, a plan 
that dishonors God, rejects the 
blood atonement of Jesus Christ, 
a false plan that damns every poor 
soul that trusts in it! 


The Deadly Results of Lodge 
Teaching Salvation By Char- 
acter, Denying Blood 
of Christ 


We have shown that the lodges 
almost unanimously teach the Fa- 
therhood of God and the brother- 
hood of man — that is, salva- 
tion by character, salvation by a 
just and holy life, instead of sal- 
vation by the blood of a crucified 
Saviour. Lodge leaders and teach- 
ers and literature and rules being 
witness, the fraternal orders do not 
believe and do not teach salvation 
by faith in the shed blood of 
Christ, the Lamb of God which 
taketh away the sin of the world. 


This false doctrine pervades all 
our churches. For years I won- 
dered why it was that even in 
areas where modernism as such 
made no headway in the churches, 
where pastors and teachers still 
professed to believe in the inspira- 
tion of the Bible and the deity 
and atoning blood of Christ, and 
in salvation by the blood — I won- 
dered why half of the people at 
least in the churches still believed 
that salvation depended on human 
goodness and human works. Why 
was it? It seemed unexplainable. 
But when you remember that ev- 
ery principal lodge in America 
systematically and subtly teaches 
under the most solemn surround- 
ings, that men are saved by char- 
acter alone, that there is no need 
for a new birth, since all men are 
brothers and God is Father of all, 
that the Mohammedan or the 
Christ-rejecting Jew is as good as 
a Christian, then it is easy to un- 
derstand whence comes this ter- 
rible doctrine. ~‘“‘A little leaven 
leaveneth the whole lump” (I Cor. 
5:6). Church members in the lodg- 
es are constantly spreading this 
blood - denying, Christ - rejecting, 
hellish doctrine until it pervades 
the thinking of unregenerate men 
everywhere, and _ subconsciously 
forms a part of the thinking even 
of many preachers and of hosts of 
truly converted church people. 

In countless individual cases I 
have met it. Sinners unconverted, 
unrepentant, unregenerate, feel no 
need for Christ and the new birth. 
They insist continually that if they 
live up to their obligations of the 
lodge, or if they live a moral and 
virtuous life, they will get to 
Heaven. I charge that this error, 
which is probably responsible for 
the eternal damnation of more in- 
dividuals in America than any 
other, is directly fostered through- 
out the nation by the lodges. And 
I charge that the lodges them- 
selves are the most potent influ- 
ence to teach people to depend up- 
on their own righteousness and 
character instead of the blood of 
Christ. Every evangelist, every 
soul winning pastor, every person- 
al worker has met continually with 
individuals who are blinded to 
God’s plan of salvation because 
they accepted the lodges’ false and 
Satanic plan of salvation which 
deaves out the blood of Christ. 

This doctrine largely neutralizes 
the preaching of the gospel every- 
where. How can the public take 
seriously gospel preaching, evan- 
gelistic preaching, preaching that 
demands repentance and regenera- 
tion, on the part of any preacher 


dn 


who wears the Masonic emblem, or 
who is the chaplain or a member 
of an Odd Fellow’s lodge? The 
preacher himself does not intend it, 
but the influence of the lodges 
which he helps to promote, works 
continually to blind people to the 
gospel he preaches. The only 
preacher who could be perfectly at 
home with the lodges, and be con- 
sistent as a preacher and a lodge 
member, is the Unitarian or mod- 
ernist who does not accept the Bi- 
ble as God’s own divine revelation 
and Christ as the Lamb of God, 
nor His blood as the only hope of 
sinners. 


The blight of death as far as soul 
winning fire is concerned, comes 
on the churches where leading 
members are devoted to the lodges. 
One reason that led me to preach 
on this subject, and to write this 
series of articles, was that my 
heart was broken because I could 
not lead some of the best people in 
my church to win souls. The men 
who were best informed, most in- 
fluential, the men with best busi- 
ness judgment, the men most 
looked up to in the church, moral, 
kindly, intelligent, sincere men, I 
found, never do win souls. The 
burden of it broke my heart. I 
have pondered on it for months and 
months. One Sunday night preach- 
ing on the death of Christ at the 
cross, I mentioned the Pharisees 
who sat about the cross watching 
Jesus die, like grinning jackals, 
waiting the death of the prey. I 
Said that these _ self-righteous 
Pharisees, unregenerate, Christ-re- 
jecting, were like church members 
and lodge members who are moral 
and upright but do not accept 
Christ as Saviour. Some lodge 
men, friendly toward the church, 
were offended. Discussion arose 
about it and I found that nearly 
all these principal men whose lack 
of interest in revivals, whose in- 
ability or unconcern about soul 
winning and whose lukewarmness 
had broken my heart, were lodge 
members! And everywhere else I 
have found it so — lodge member- 
ship and imbibing lodge teaching 
spells the death-knell to soul win- 
ning. It kills the concern of a 
Christian for dying souls. This 
awful, Christ-rejecting doctrine 
that men are saved if they live up 
to their obligation, that men are 
saved by pious and good lives, I 
say that is the deadly enemy of 
evangelism and soul winning. 


This doctrine is the deadly enemy 
also of foreign missions. Mission- 
aries who have nursed at the 
breast of fraternal orders have 
been taught that the Koran is as 
good as the Bible, just so it 
symbolizes the will of God; that 
any god is as good as the Chris- 
tian God just so he is believed to 
be a supreme being; have been 
taught that a Mohammedan is just 
as sure for Heaven as a Christian, 
if he keeps his lodge obligations 
and lives a moral life; they have 
been taught.that the Christ-reject- 
ing Jew is just as safe, if he has 
good character, as a Christian. 
How is such a missionary going to 
appeal to heathen people to reject 
their religions and turn to Christ 
alone? Rather, such “missionaries’’ 
found schools, teach English, teach 
social progress, and try to com- 
bine the so-called “good features”’ 
of Christianity with the “good fea- 
tures” of Buddhism or Hinduism, 
or Mohammedanism! But I solemn- 
ly declare unto you that Christ will 
accept no equals, and the Bible 
will never ‘admit being placed on 
the same basis as the Koran and 
the writings of Buddha. It is no 
Christianity which does not de- 
mand absolute surrender to Christ 
as Lord of all. The missionary aim 
and the missionary heart is gone 
when lodges get over their doctrine 
that people are saved by moral liv- 
ing, by curbing their passions, by 
keeping their obligations. There is 
no salvation in any doctrine ex- 
cept faith in the shed blood of 
Christ. And the lodges take away 
that gospel, leaving preachers and 
missionaries with no saving mes- 
sage 


What Lodges Did to My Father 


Let me open my heart and speak 
as reverently as I know how about 
my dear father who has been in 
Heaven now since 1930. My father, 
as I remember him in my early 
childhood, was a devout and most 
useful minister of the gospel, a 
pastor of small Baptist churches. 
Our home was a home for preach- 
ers. It was the home of orthodoxy. 
None of us ever conceived the idea 
that one could be a Christian with- 
out believing the Bible, and we 


Did Christ Pay For 
All Our Sins. . ? 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


in this life, although our sins are 
blotted out as far as the condemna- 
tion of our soul is concerned. When 
Christ purchased salvation for us, 
it included immediately and from 
now on, salvation from eternal tor- 
ment away from God. It also in- 
cluded, in the future, perfect free- 
dom from sin itself, and from the 
sorrows and trouble that sin 
brings. You see we already have 
salvation of the soul when we trust 
in Christ. But we do not yet have 
salvation of the body. Romans 8: 
23 shows that “the adoption, to 
wit, the redemption of our body” 
is yet future, that is, when Jesus 
comes and we all get glorified 
bodies. When that redemption of 
the body takes place, our carnal 
nature will be thoroughly cleansed 
and our human fleshly weaknesses 
and sorrows will be finished. Christ 
purchased for us perfect health, 
but we do not have it yet. He pur- 
chased for us also perfect mind 
and personalities though we do not 
have them yet. He purchased for 
us freedom from the eternal pun- 
ishment of sin and immediately 
we enter into that, the moment 
we are saved. 


So I can say that every saved 
person has now everlasting life, 
and yet if he sins, it will cause 
him trouble in the flesh in this 
life. 


As a proof that people now suf- 
fer for their sins, even though they 
are born again Christians, see I 
Corinthians 11, verses 28-32. No- 
tice that the condemnation or pun- 
ishment is that if Christian people 
do not judge and confess their own 
sins, “we are chastened of the 
Lord, that we should not be con- 
demned with the world.” God pun- 
ishes, whips His own children for 
their sins which they do not con- 
fess and judge, and He does it now 
in the flesh, because we cannot 
be condemned later with the un- 
godly world. Our suffering must 
be now if at all. 


Now concerning sinless perfec- 
tion; I will send you if I can find 
it, an article in my paper on that 
question, Concerning I John 2:15, 
I John 5:18 and John 10:27, God 
is speaking about the heart, the 
new heart of a born again Chris- 
tian evidently. A man who has 
truly repented and has turned to 
God and been born again has in 
him a new heart. The seed of God 
remains in him and that part of 
him cannot sin. With that heart 
of his he does hear the voice of 
the Shepherd and does follow. With 
that born again heart, he does love 
the Father and has turned away 
from the world and does not love 
it. His fleshly nature is still the 
Same as it was before he was 
converted. Every unconverted per- 
son has only one nature and that 
bad. Every saved person has two 
natures, one the new heart or new 
nature, and the other the old na- 
ture. In the 7th chapter of Ro- 
mans Paul discusses the conflict 
between these two. When he would 
do good, evil was present with 
him, The heart is changed now in 
the case of every born again Chris- 
tian. The fleshly nature will be 
purged or redeemed or cleansed 
later on completely at the res- 
urrection when we get glorified 
bodies. Our business now is to buf- 
fet the old body or fleshly nature 
and keep it down (I Cor. 9:27), 
and to mortify the deeds of the 
flesh. Born again creatures are 
partakers of the divine nature (II 
Pet. 1:4). But we also.whave the 
old nature so that all of us are 
sinners. “If we say that we have 


knew nothing of any plan of salva- 
tion but by trusting in the shed 
blood of Jesus Christ. My father’s 
preaching was much in demand. 
He was blessed in revivals. With 
only an ordinary education, he had 
an unusual fervency and a prac- 
tical, intelligent grasp of the es- 
sentials of the Christian faith. 
When I was born, my father and 
mother dedicated me to God and 
prayed that I might be a preach- 
er. When I was five, my mother 
died, and on her death bed had us 
sing, 
“How firm a foundation, 
Ye saints of the Lord, 
Is laid for your faith 
In His excellent Word!” 
And then she made us promise 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 


not sinned, we deceive ourselves 
and the truth is not in us” (I John ~ 
1:8, pe 

Next, you asked about whether 
there are carnal Christians and 
spiritual Christians. Yes, carnal 
Christians are simply born again — 
Christians who let the carnal na- 
ture rule. Spiritual Christians are 
born again Christians who are fol- 
lowing the Holy Spirit and so buf- 
feting and keeping down the car- 
nal nature the best they can. Re- 
member that carnal means fleshly — 
and spiritual means mastered or ~ 
led by the Holy Spirit. I Corinth- 
ians 3:1 shows the clear distinc- 
tion and that there are both kinds 
of Christians. It also shows that 
carnal Christians are really saved 
only they are undeveloped babes 
in Christ. Carnal Christians are 
truly saved but not filled with the . 
Holy Spirit and not living a vic- 
torious life. 


Now a carnal Christian is one 
thing but a carnal-minded man is 
another. All Christians have a car- 
nal body and the old fleshly nature, 
but what the Scripture calls the 
mind and what we sometimes call 
the soul, is the part that is 
changed. For instance, concern- 
ing these two natures, Paul says, 
“So then with the mind I myself — 
serve the law of God; but with the ~~ 
flesh the law of sin” (Rom. 7:25). | 
The word mind -here is used to ~ 
mean that inward man which has 
been regenerated that d J 


the law of God (Rom. 7:22), anc 
the word flesh is used to rer or 
sent the old natural, human nature, ~~ 
the bodily nature that has not yet ~ 
been changed and will not be = 
changed until the rapture when our — 
bodies are glorified. Remember 
that this passage is just a few 
verses before Romans 8:6 which 
says, “For to be carnally minded 
is death; but to be spiritually 
minded is life and peace.” All of 
us saved people have carnal bod- 
ies, that is, fleshly bodies and 
fleshly natures, that have not yet © 
been made perfect. But really ~~ 
saved people have a mind or in- ~ 
ward nature that has been taken.” 
over by the. Holy Spirit and ™ 
changed and made to delight in — 
the law of God. 
A carnal Christian is one who 
has a new spiritual nature but ~ 
that spiritual nature or new mint 
does not control the fleshly na- ~ 
ture as it ought, and buffet it and ~ 
keep it under control like Paul © 
said he did (I Cor. 9:27). Buta 
carnally minded man is one who 
has both the old fleshly nature, and 
his mind or heart is also carnal. 
He has never been born of ie 
Holy Spirit nor made a new _efea-. 
ture. 
I have done very careful study 
to answer these questions from 
the Bible, and I hope you will 
study them as carefully until the 
matter clears up in your mind. J 
Pray for the Holy Spirit to guide © 
you and take the Word of God at 
literal face value. : 
In the Saviour’s name, yours, ~ 
JRR-vw JOHN R. RICE 
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or call 6-6888 for information #7 
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LAST CHANCE! i 


Matthew Henry's Commentary$ — 

which regularly sells for $15.00% 
}can be had until February 1 for 
}$13.50, Postpaid. Six volumes. 
The Sword Book Room 
}201 E. Tenth St. Dallas, Tex. 
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o meet her in Heaven. Our home 
vas a godly home. All of us went 
} services every time the church 
ljoors were open. Revivals were 
lar to the heart of my father. He 
a fervent advocate of foreign 
ons, and a most liberal giver. 
_ But before I was grown my father 
ned the Odd Fellows lodge. Lat- 
phe joined the Masonic lodge. His 
i in the lodge work grew 
- contir y. Though in middle 
, he was called a “bright” Ma- 
and the memory work he was 
able to do was counted very un- 
' usual for a man of his age. He be- 
came in demand as a lodge lectur- 
er. Night after night he would 
drive far across the country to 
| a take part in lodge meetings at vari- 
’ ous places. He was offered a full- 
' time position as a Masonic lecturer. 
' His contacts were many and, I 
'_ think, his influence was great. 
' But as his interest in the lodges 
* 4 grew, something happened to his 
. tual life. I remember when a 
ptist church called for him to 
fll the pulpit, and he refused, ex- 
K himself on the plea, “I am 
| rusty.” His mind had not been on 
». the Bible and on preaching the 


a ‘diaes was taken up more 
“with business affairs. He ceased 
=: ching altogether. Finally, less 

e tess did he attend the Baptist 

h where his membership was. 

he went for two full years 

ut once en the doors of 
ip good church where his member- 

9 cont , except for funerals. 

' And his doctrine changed like- 
_ wise. I remember how startled I, 
a young preacher, was/when he 

F told m me he thought Socrates, the 

- ancient Greek philosopher, was 

. ‘just as truly saved as Christians 

ss are, Peat Se he knew nothing of 
° e said that he believed 

_ sincere heathen people who had a 

religion and earnestly tried to live 

i their light, were saved, and 

not need to be born again. My 
father’ first left the ministry. Then 
fe ignored the local church. He 

” said the seats were too hard — yet 

» he would stay until one o’clock in 

- the morning at a lodge meeting! 

en his interest in missions and 

relism waned. I grieved about 
tr but did-not know it was the 

’ natural fruitage of the seed planted 

'by the lodges. He was an apt 

' pupil. He absorbed the lodge teach- 
‘ing. It led him away from the Bi- 

5, away from the ministry and 
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of Souls. . . 


soul winning, 
church. 

When I went into the lodge to 
be initiated into the Entered Ap- 
prentice degree, I was horribly 
shocked to see my father the boon 
companion of a practical infidel, a 
blasphemer, a denier of the virgin 
birth and the atoning blood. I 
never went back to the lodge. 


The years came and went. In the 
providence of God, in 1929 I went 
to Decatur, Texas, for a tent re- 
vival. My father, with a dad’s 
love and pride in his son, helped 
me make arrangements for setting 
the big tent. With his car hooked 
to the block and tackle, he helped 
lift in place the big.center poles 
of the tent. And when the open- 
ing night came, my father sat in 
a cane-bottom chair, leaning back 
against a tent pole. His face was 
all aglow, and his eyes were misty, 
not, at first, with the gospel, but 
rather in his pride over his boy, 
and the big tent, and the great 
crowds. 

The gospel in that independent 
revival was the power of God, the 
dynamite of God! As I preached 
and wept and prayed, over such 
themes as sin and death and hell 
and judgment and the return of 
Christ and being born again, hun- 
dreds of sinners were saved. There 
was a mighty moving of the Spirit, 
and the town was shaken. For a 
few nights my father sat and rol 
it allin. But he was really a saved 
man. In his heart he did love God. 
The Spirit of God dwelt within him. 
Before long the tears were rolling 
down his cheeks. I will never for- 
get the night when he left his chair 
at the invitation time and went 
back to the back of the big tent 
and put his arms around an old 
cursing, sinning neighbor and won 
him to Christ. After that it was 
an every night’s occurrence. Out 
of some three or four hundred pro- 
fessions of faith, I suppose hé must 
have won twenty. The joy of sal- 
vation came back, his concern 
about sinners came back. Oh, I 
have thanked God a _ thousand 
times that it was my privilege to 
go back and preach to my dad, and 
to have fellowship with him in the 
gospel, to see his faith renewed 
and his interest in saving souls 
revived. 

In 1930 I was in a revival in 
Duke, Oklahoma. My father had had 
a stroke two years before, but had 
rallied. He felt so proud that he 
could get in his car and drive into 
Oklahoma to be in this revival. He 
was there two days and won four 
men, heads of families, to Christ. 
He was greatly beloved by lodge 
men, so a committee came to see 
him to prevail upon him to leave 
the revival and go out to the lodge 
and speak. But that afternoon my 
father was stricken at 4:30 and 
died at 6:30. I know he is with 
the Lord, and I know that he re- 
joices with joy unspeakable that 
his son is trying humbly and ear- 
nestly and sometimes at heavy 
cost of friends, to preach the gos- 
pel, the old gospel, the gospel he 
preached in his youth and believed 
again and carried again to others, 
when he returned to the Lofd in his 
old age. 

My father never left the lodge. 
At his funeral this infidel crony 
had a large part in the ceremony 
which taught that my father, by 
a pious and holy life, was assured 
of the right to enter into Eternal 
Spring, in the presence of the 
Great Architect of the’ Universe, 
where all Masons would be as- 
sembled together. But that Ma- 
sonic funeral slandered my father’s 
belief, and denied his testimony. 
He knew he was saved by the blood 
of Christ alone, without any merit 
of Heaven. I know I speak what 
he would have me say and what 
God would have me say, when I 
warn Christians that the lodges put 
a blight upon soul winning, and 
teach people that they do not need 
the blood of Christ. 

Church members in the lodges, 
you must give an account to God 
for an unchristian religion that 
damns multitudes and bars the way 
between unregenerate sinners and 
the only possible true hope of sal- 
vation. How can any man stay 


away from the 


with an institution that so blinds 


sinners and damns souls, and nulli- 
fies the gospel of the grace of 
God? 


(This series of articles will be 
concluded in next week’s issue, God 
willing. Then we expect to put 
them all in booklet form. They are 
arousing great interest.) 
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THE DYNAMIC OF A DREAM. Life of Dr. 
W. B. Riley by his wife, Marie Acomb Riley. A 
most attractive book, full of facts, encourage- 
ment, and inspiration. Most delightful reading. 
A fine spiritual interpretation of the life of this 
great man, viewed from many angles. 201 pages. 
FN. EW PG chette ac tesccccesevinseenepceovecnses $1.35 


BUSH AGLOW. The life story of Dwight L. 
Moody by Richard Ellsworth Day, D.D. The 
Moody Centennial biography. Living and dra- 
matic, compelling, historically accurate, spiritual- 
ly true. A wonderful story of the most marvelous 
soul winner of modern times. 335 pages. Strongly 
cloth bound. Postpaid. Sale price only....§¢1.80 


MOODY STILL LIVES. Word pictures of D. 
L. Moody by his son-in-law, Arthur Percy Fitt. 
Mr. Fitt was Moody’s secretary, later marrying 
his daughter. Gives many intimate glimpses of 
Moody as he knew him. Largely different ma- 
terial from other lives of Moody. 159 pages. 
Sale price, postpaid, only $1.35 


THE SHADOW OF THE BROAD BRIM. The 
life story of Charles Haddon Spurgeon, the great 
English Baptist preacher, by Richard Ellsworth 
Day. This biography is announced by some as the 
final life of Spurgeon. It made the author fa- 
mous. Every preacher should read this remarkable 
life of Spurgeon. It will kindle within him the 
evangelistic flame. It will lead him to new bold- 
ness, new faith, new love for the Word. 236 
pages, beautifully bound. Sale price, postpaid, 
NEG insta siya vaeutbeigaesere saoeispeacinasbipuduasm-nnperasteveres $1.35 


BILLY SUNDAY, THE MAN AND HIS MES- 
SAGE, by William P. Ellis, LL.D. This includes 
also Mr. Sunday’s autobiography, a concluding 
chapter by Mrs. Sunday, and a yoke-fellow’s 
tribute by Homer A. Rodeheaver. Illustrated; 518 
pages. A valuable book for every preacher, and 
particularly for evangelists and soul winners. A 
real book of cheer and blessing. A remarkable 
value at this sale price. Postpaid, only...... $1.35 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF CHARLES G. FIN- 
NEY. One of the greatest soul winners who 
ever lived in America, Finney was on fire for God. 
In a few short years of evangelistic work in 
New York state and the immediate surrounding 
territory, Finney won a quarter of a million souls. 
His own story of his marvelous conversion, his 
baptism with the Holy Spirit, the kind of preach- 
ing and methods, his prayer life, his sacrifices 
and his victories, will stir your heart yet. A very 
valuable book. 477 pages. Sale price, postpaid, 
SIE St pcteenns oorbsinchca ents seiadeatalpinngs otibesisdsuinsatbiconbanacoa’ $1.80 


BOOKS BY DR. 


Dr. R. G. Lee of Memphis, Tennessee, pastor 
of Bellevue Baptist Church. Nationally- -known 
orator, preacher, soul-winner, author. One of 
the greatest Southern Baptist pastors. Funda- 
mental, fervent, Spirit-filled, fruitful. 

LORD, I BELIEVE — The Reality of Miracles 
in the Light of Science. 183 pages. Blue cloth 
Ss Tah A” RRA TP eee Oe aah 90c 

A GREATER THAN SOLOMON. Seven ser- 
mons by Dr. Lee. Red cloth binding, 160 pages. 
Sale price, only..................... 

LEE LINES. A collection of incidents, illustra- 
tions and experiences. Gray and blue mixture 


cloth binding, with silver side title. 126 pages. 
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WHAT THE BIBLE TEACHES. Cloth binding, 
535 large pages. Sale price............................ $2.48 


PERSONAL WORK. Cloth binding, 186 pages. 
Sale price... $1.13 


THE POWER OF PRAYER AND THE 
PRAYER OF POWER. Cloth bound, 246 pages. 


Sale price $1.55 
HOW TO OBTAIN FULLNESS OF POWER. 
Cloth bound, 106 pages. Sale price.................... 90c 
WHY GOD USED D. L. MOODY. Stiff gold 
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GETTING THE GOLD OUT OF THE WORD 
OF GOD. Paper cover, 64 pages. Sale price 30c 


MEMOIR AND REMAINS OF ROBERT 
MURRAY McCHEYNE, by Andrew A. Bonar, 
D.D. This book printed in England is a story 
of a wonderful Scotch preacher, a holy man of 
God. He died when only thirty years old but had 
attained such a remarkable influence as a preach- 
er of the gospel that his influence has blessed 
uncounted thousands. The editor was greatly 
blessed by the life of Robert Murray McCheyne 
some years ago and so here as a solemn duty 
offers it to other preachers. Leave off a lot of 
the trashy literature you read and get this re- 
markable book. It contains not only the story 
of McCheyne’s life but many of his letters, ser- 
mons and poems. The sermons are particularly 
rich Bible expositions. What a hunger to know 
God better this book will create! Strongly bound, 
a great book of 648 pages; sale price, post- 
paid $2.70 

(The editor personally guarantees this book to 
be a real blessing to the careful reader, and will 
refund the purchase price to any who are disap- 
pointed in the book.) 
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“Dr. Goforth was one of the most radiant, dy- 
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God’s missionary program of the past half-cen- 
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and the literature of missionary biography sad- 
ly lacking without this story of his life and work. 

“He towers as a spiritual giant among God’s 
missionary heroes of this generation. First, last 
and always, Dr. Goforth was an evangelist — a 
soul winner. God used him in mighty revivals.” 
— From Dr. Trumbull’s Introduction. 
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finite power of the Lord. Two-color cover. Price 
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is at his best. Heavy paper cover, 24 pages. 
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tion of Jesus Christ. Heavy paper cover, 12 
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BLE IS THE WORD OF GOD. Paper binding, 
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